
 1

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
MESSENGER 

(Disciples of Christ) 
September, 2009 

840 Tenth Street                                   Church telephone: 509.758.2943  
Clarkston, WA 99403-2121             E-mail:firstchr@clearwire.net 

Web Site: firstchristianchurchclarkston.com 

Our Mission:  “Honor God, strive to be more like Jesus, love and welcome all,  
bring others to discipleship, and put faith into action locally and globally.” 

 

 Rev. David L. Carringer, Minister 
Tamara Byrd, Children’s Education Coordinator 

Fritz Sarbacher, Youth Ministry Coordinator 

CHURCH STAFF:      CHURCH LEADERSHIP:              MINISTRY CHAIRS:   
LaRose Clark, Administrative Assistant     Lee Ann Hancock, Moderator            Bob Packwood, Administration 
Sue Wilson, Office Assistant                          Bob Packwood, Vice Moderator         Dani Layes, Nurture   
Dani Layes, Music Coordinator      Janice Dumbauld, Secretary           Linda Mael, HOE                                      
Cameron Layes, Pianist/Accompanist    Ann Koenig, Treasurer                         Dixie Carringer, Diaconate 
Cathy Larrabee, Organist      Sue Wilson, Financial Secretary                   
Charlie Compton, Guitarist                  Lee English, Elders 
Becca Koenig, Childcare Attendant    Ruth Bosserman, DWM  
Bambi Compton, Custodial Service    Sally Teichmer, DWM   
                               

TRUSTEES 
Stamey English, Ronnie Mock, Bob Packwood

 
"I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that 
will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name.” John 15:16 
 

 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS  

 
**CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND** 

 I think we did a wonderful thing this 
summer.  As part of our continuing commitment 
to children and youth ministry we paid the 
registration fees for 14 of our youth and children 
to go to church camp at Camp Zephyr.  This 
was only possible because of the generous 
contributions of our Church members and 
friends. 
   
 We used all the money we had collected 
for this and more.  I pray we continue this vital 
ministry next year and every year after, but the 
only way we’ll be able to, is if we refill our  
 
camp scholarship fund.  Several of our church 
leaders took an early step towards ministry and  

 
church leadership by participating in the 
camping program.  Let’s keep sending our youth 
to camp, by supporting this fund.  
                                    
     D.C. 
 

News from the Pews 
 

Thank you -- 
To my church family, 
 Thank you for sending me to church 
camp.  I really liked it.  I also want to thank all 
the volunteers that drove me up there.  I met 
some friends.  I will always remember them and 
I will remember that week.  Thank you! 
             Ashley Parks 
  
 Chas Compton says thank you for 
sending him to church camp.  He had a great 
time. 
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Dear 1st Christian Church, 
 Thank you for sending me to Jr. Camp.  
It was very fun.  I learned a lot about Jesus and 
God. 
              From, 
             Savannah Carringer 
 
Dear First Christian Church, 
 Thank you for sending me to camp.  I 
made lots of new friends and had lots of fun. 
    From, 
    Jasmine Carringer 
  
 
 Thank you for sending me to church 
camp.  I really liked being there.  I had fun.  I 
met new friends and I want to come back next 
year. 
             Thank you! 

    Briana Parks 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 Thank you all so much for paying for me 
to go to church camp.  I had a great time and 
learned so much. 
    Love, 
    Wyatt Hancock 
 
Dear 1st Christian Church, 
 Thank you for providing me with my 
new Bible.  I love it very much.  I am looking 
forward to reading it and learning more from it. 
    From, 
    Savannah 

 
With Sympathy  

 
 We extend our sympathy to Rev. Carol 
Rawlings in the death of her father on August 5. 
Please keep Rev. Rawlings in your prayers 
during this difficult time.  Rev. Rawlings writes: 
 
To My Dear Church Family in Clarkston, 
 Thank you so much for keeping me, my 
Dad and family in prayer as we have journeyed 
through my Dad’s final days.  He entered his 
eternal life on August 5 at 91 years and three 
months of age.  While there was much struggle 

for him over the last year, his passing was 
peaceful and we are grateful that he is now 
home with the Lord. 
 
 Your continued prayers of support have 
meant so much to me.  I continue to hold you all 
in my prayers as well and hope to have the 
opportunity to visit at some point. 
    In Christian love, 
    Carol 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday, 
September 5 

8:00 a.m.  
to 4:00 p.m. at the 

church. 
 

Following the yard sale at 5:00 there will be a 
BBQ potluck at the church.  Hamburgers, 
hotdogs and beverages will be provided. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Baby Shower 

You are invited to a baby shower for Ashley 
Hastings on Saturday, September 12, from 2:00 
to 4:00 in the Fireside Room.  Ashley is 
expecting a boy. 

 
Anniversary of our Constitution 

 This year marks the 222nd anniversary of 
our Constitution.   
  
 Constitution Week will be celebrated 
September 17-23.   Everyone is invited to pray 
especially for our country and our service men 
and women during this special week. 
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Adult Grief Support Group 
 

 Tri-State Hospital Hospice will be 
offering a free six-week Adult Grief Support 
Group for people experiencing grief from the 
loss of a loved one.  This group starts on 
Wednesday, October 7, and will be held 
Wednesdays from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. through 
November 11.  This is a confidential group 
where you can find support and receive 
education regarding the process of grief.  If you 
would like more information, or to register 
please call Kathy Slinker at Tri-State Hospice at 
758-2568.  Registration is open until October 2. 
 
 

Splinters from the Board  
 

Ministry Reports: 
 
 Administration- Discussed finances and 
expenditures.  The cost of ministry continues to 
increase.  Admin continues to deal with the 
tension between doing viable ministry and 
stewardship of the resources God has entrusted 
to us. 
 
 Nurture --Choir/Praise Team practice 
started on Aug 27 at 7 PM.  Everyone is invited 
to participate. 
  
 Youth resumes Sep 2 at 7PM. 
  
 Children’s Education continues to grow 
and Tamara has room for anyone who would 
like to volunteer to help. 
  
 Children Worship and Wonder will 
resume in September with Rick Kramer and 
Aaron Riggs as the story-tellers.  Volunteers are 
needed to be greeters. 
 
 Hospitality, Outreach and Evangelism  
 The Hospitality, Outreach and 
Evangelism ministry has issued a challenge.  
Can the men or the women of the congregation 
contribute more items to the Asotin County 
Food Bank?  From September 1 until October 4 

boxes will be in the fellowship hall.  On October 
4, regular Food Bank Sunday, the items will be 
counted, the number posted, and finally 
delivered on Monday morning. 
  
 The Salvation Army Soup Kitchen is on 
Monday, August 31.  Contact Vicky Brooks to 
volunteer. 
  
 At Alive after Five on October 1 we will 
be selling cookies in a jar and promoting the 
Harvest Party.  The jars will promote the cookie 
sale in December.  We could use volunteers at 
the booth between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m.  We could 
also use your help on September 26 at 11 a.m. to 
assemble the jars.   
  
 Ladies’ Day Out will focus on missions.  
The Saturday luncheon will be from 11 am. to   
1 p.m.  The meal will include roast chicken, rice 
and sweet potatoes.  Come hear a speaker and 
learn something new.  All ladies are invited at 
no cost.   
 
 The Tuesday night Bible study materials 
will be on display as will the materials for the 
new scrap booking Bible study. 
 
 The ladies’ Tuesday night Bible study 
will begin September 22 from 7 to 8 p.m.  Come 
join us in the fellowship hall.  This is open to all 
ladies.  We will meet weekly for nine sessions. 
    Linda Mael 
    Ministry Chair 
  ���

Words from the Pasture 
 

John 15:9-15 
“9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. 
12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
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one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you 
servants* any longer, because the servant* does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father.” 
 
� �So I read this and I think how rude, 
especially “You are my friends if you do what I 
command you.”  Is saying Jesus in order to be 
his friend I have to do what he says?  Always?  
What about what I want?  I’ve known people 
like this over the years and quite frankly when I 
realize that our relationship is based upon doing 
only what they want, my enthusiasm for being 
their friend starts to wane.  I realize now that I 
did the same thing to lots of people.  I insisted 
that they be involved in the same activities as I 
was in order to hang out with me.  When I 
played softball, if you didn’t play I didn’t have 
time to be your friend.  When I was in the 
military everyone I knew was in the military.  
Often it seems through no fault of our own we 
become friends with people who have 
something in common with us.  Most of our 
friendships are primarily based upon 
participation in the same activities or similar life 
circumstances.  In fact once we leave home it 
becomes harder and harder to stay connected 
with our parents and siblings as our lives 
diverge from one another.  
 
 So it seems to me that Jesus isn’t being 
rude or demanding rather he is stating the 
obvious.  That if we don’t share in his life, 
doing the things he does, participating in his 
body, loving our neighbors, willing to lay our 
lives down for one another, we can’t be his 
friend because we aren’t with him.              

                      D.C. 
 
 
 

 
 
Please pray for our students, the school faculties 
and staff. 

REGIONAL CHURCH NEWS  
Mission Week at Yakama 

Christian Mission 
Sponsored by Disciples Home 

Missions September 24-
October 3, 2009 

Come for a day, or the entire  
  ten days! 

Scope of work to be completed: #1 – Friendship 
House: caulk and paint new siding; #2 – 
Parsonage: tear off existing roof, clean out and 
replace attic insulation, put on new roof, gut the 
inside; #3 – Log Church: several repair projects, 
including log replacement and re-chinking.  All 
volunteers for this project will be fed and 
housed at the Yakama Christian Center.  For 
more details, costs and registration visit:  
http://www.disciplesnw.org/docs/2009FallYaka
maMissionVolunteerWeekInfoReg.pdf 
Anyone interested in participating, please let me 
know.  I’d like to go with you. D.C. 

 
GENERAL CHURCH NEWS  

 
  "At the Table of the Lord we celebrate 
with thanksgiving the saving acts and presence 
of Christ" 

The Lord's Supper 
or Communion is 
celebrated in 
weekly worship. It 
is open to all who 
are followers of 
Jesus Christ. The 
practice of Holy 
Communion has 
become the central 
element of worship 
within the 
Disciples tradition. 

 Disciples' observance of the Lord's 
Supper emanates from the upper room, where 
Jesus shared bread and wine with his disciples 
on the eve of his crucifixion. Through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, the living Christ is met and 
received in the sharing of the bread and the cup, 
representative of the body and blood of Jesus. 
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The presence of the living Lord is affirmed and 
he is proclaimed to be the dominant power in 
our lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

   3  Ruth Teal 
       Paitton Zellerhoff 

 6  Wanda Brenner 
 9  Sue Fuqua 

 12  Cody Riggs 
 13  Marcia Craddock 
 15  Nadine Johnson 
 23  Lee Thach (90th Birthday!) 
 24  John Hancock 
   27  Amber Dixon-Skelton 

 
SEPTEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
   4  Ruth and Bill Teal 
            19  Dixie and David Carringer 

 
SEPTEMBER BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
    6  Alda McIver 

 
 

Scripture Passages for the Sundays in 
September 

Read ahead, pray and ask questions  
of the pastor. 

 
      Sept 6:  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
  Psalm 125 
  James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 
  Mark 7:24-37 
   
      Sept 13: Proverbs 1:20-33 
  Psalm 19 
  James 3:1-12 
  Mark 8:27-38 
 
      Sept 20:   Proverbs 31:1-31 
  Psalm 1 
  James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 
  Mark 9:30-37 

      Sept 27: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
  Psalm 124 
  James 5:13-20 
  Mark 9:38-50 

 
SCHEDULES, FACTS AND FIGURES 

August Attendance and Offering   
    Attendance            Money  

              given to support 
       our ministry 

August   2                 59               $1,446.77 
August   9                 69                  $3,661.12 
August 16                 73                 $2,441.65 
August 23                 76          $1,340.75    
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 9:30 am – Christian Education for children 
              and adults. 
     11:00 am – Worship 

Fellowship 
There is always a time of Fellowship in the 
Fireside Room, immediately following worship. 

   * An Elevator is available* 

 
 

A Story from Your Global Ministries 
“Let justice roll down like waters, and 

righteousness like an ever flowing stream. 
Amos 5:24 

Let Justice Roll 
 The Manila, Philippines news recently 
reported that yet another church worker, who is 
also the son of a pastor of the United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), has been 
reported missing by his family after he was 
arrested by police and later turned over to the 
military. The 35 year old lay worker was 
arrested by a police team in Tangub City.  
Tensions and violence intensifies in parts of the 
southern Philippines. Violations to the rights 
and dignity of persons under the presidency of 
Mrs. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo continue with 
impunity. These violations are evident in the 
widespread poverty, unabated corruption, and 
extrajudicial killings and abductions. Many of 
these abuses have targeted church leaders, 
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workers and members, particularly those from 
the Protestant denominations. 
 
 Global Ministries asks you to join in 
calling for action by our government to call a 
halt to these atrocities. The UCC and Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) have written 
letters, signed on to the letters of other 
denominations and passed resolutions to this 
effect. 
 
 Filipino pastors ask that we pray that the 
government of the Philippines will be humane 
enough to stop the rampant human rights 
violations and extrajudicial killings. 
Xiaoling Zhu is executive of the East Asia and 
Pacific office of Global Ministries 
 

 
Our Partners in Service for Jesus 

This month your offerings helped support the 
following ministries: 
 Disciples Mission Fund 
 Asotin County Food Bank 
 Church Finance Council 
 Interlink 
 Lexington Theological Seminary 
 National Benevolent Association 
 Northwest Christian University 
 Pension Fund of the Christian Church 
 Snake River Community Clinic 
 VALCAN (Valley Christian Aid 
   Network) 
 Zephyr Conference Center 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
840 Tenth Street (Diagonal & Sycamore) 
Clarkston Washington 99403 


